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Reports on Schuylkill River interceptor sewer through Fairmount Park, 1868-1872 


Manuscript ledger book containing reports relating to construction of intercepting sewer along the 
Schuylkill River in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania, to protect the water supply from pollution by 
upstream factories and domestic sewage. The reports date from 1868 to 1872, and are from various 
engineers to John C. Cresson, chief engineer of Fairmount Park, through which much of the sewer 
would pass. The report authors are John D. Estabrook, principal assistant engineer; R. [Rudolph] 
Hering, Assistant Engineer; and Robert S. Ralston. Included are several drawings or sewer cross 
sections, and a section of an 1868 map of Fairmount Park, showing three different routes for the 
proposed sewer. [See “Map of farms and lots embraced within the limits of Fairmount Park as 
appropriated for public use by act of assembly approved the 14th day of April AD 1868”’]. These 
reports predate by more than a dozen years the actual construction of the sewer, which began in the 
early 1880s. The drainage report is also an early and detailed look at the various chemicals used in 
a variety of factories in the Schuylkill watershed, and a good overview of the pollution that was 
entering the river at that time. The reports take up only the first 35 pages of the ledger book. Pages 
1 through 6, 16, and 29 are blank and were not scanned. This item was originally cataloged as 
PWD 2010.005.0001. 
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